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Approximately
5.000-7.000
accessions

Main Conservation Institutes
CNR – IBBR (Institute of Biosciences and BioResources, Bari)
This is Italy's primary agricultural germplasm bank and one of the most important in the 
Mediterranean basin (founded in 1969).
• Leafy vegetables: Maintains thousands of vegetable samples indexed in the 

Mediterranean Germplasm Database (MGD). Safety duplicates for many accessions
are also deposited at the Svalbard Global Seed Vault.

CREA – Research Centre for Vegetable and Ornamental Crops (CREA-OF)
manages active and ex-situ germplasm collections distributed across several specialized centers:
• Pontecagnano Faiano (Salerno): Focus on wild and cultivated rocket, Lactuca, baby-leaf crops, and 

various vegetables – Regional genebank Campania Region
• Monsampolo del Tronto (Ascoli Piceno): Collections of local ecotypes of leafy brassicas, chicories, 

escaroles, and lettuces.- Regional genebank Marche Region

Regional Germplasm Banks and University Network
• Apulia (UniBA + CNR-IBBR / BiodiverSO Project): Preservation of local chicory ecotypes (e.g., Galatina, Brindisi), cultivated

and wild rocket, and wild edible species (Cichorium, Crepis, Sonchus).
• Tuscany (Univ. of Pisa & Florence / Regional Bank): Protection of Tuscan Kale (Cavolo Nero), "Radicchia di Lucca", and 

ancient local selections of chard and lettuce.
• Veneto (Veneto Agricoltura + Univ. of Padua): Reference hub for radicchio germplasm (Cichorium intybus: Treviso, 

Castelfranco, Chioggia, Verona).
• Sicily – Palermo (Univ. of Palermo – SAF and Catania Di3A): Focus on local and crop wild relative brassicas (Brassica 

oleracea and Brassica rupestris).



Valorization initiatives

Geographical Indication Marks and Protected Status (PDO/PGI & PAT)
To protect traditional landraces from market extinction, public bodies work with grower
consortiums to secure European and national quality labels:

• PGI (protected geographical indication) / PDO (protected designation of origin) Certifications:     
Prominent examples include the Venetian radicchio group Radicchio Rosso di Treviso 
IGP (a), Radicchio di Chioggia IGP (b), Radicchio Variegato di Castelfranco IGP (c) and 
Insalata di Lusia IGP (d).

• National Register of Conservation Varieties (Minister of Agriculture): Ecotypes at
risk of genetic erosion are formally registered to allow official seed trade by local
growers e.g., Cicoria di Galatina, Scarola dei Colli di Bergamo (e), Cavolo Nero di 
Toscana (f).

• PAT (Traditional Agro-Food Products): Hundreds of regional leafy greens are 
cataloged under regional traditional food lists, encouraging local gastronomy and direct-
to-consumer sales (short supply chain / Km 0).
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Agri-food sector: fresh-cut leafy vegetables

Rocket, Lettuce, Spinach, 
Endive, Basil, Baby-Leaf 
Greens, Endive, Cichory
etc.



Research activities – CREA OF

 Lactuca serriola SPET genomic analysis

• Genome reference of Eruca sativa (short+long read

sequencing)

• Genome wide association analysis in E. sativa

• Development of mapping populations in E. sativa and D. 

tenuifolia

• Ocimum basilicum genomic diversity and salt stress 

trials

• Plasticity of metabolome in E. sativa collection

• Application of biostimulants in rocket salad
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