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Henri Martin - The Sower, 1914-1920



ECPGR Membership
• Founded in 1980 under the auspices of 

EUCARPIA, FAO and UNDP as an area of 
cooperation to be established between East 
and West Europe.

• Self-funded programme belonging to the 
participating countries. Member countries also 
contribute in kind to the programme, through 
collaborative PGR conservation and use 
activities.

• Currently 35 member countries

www.ecpgr.org www.linkedin.com/company/ecpgr



ECPGR Objectives



Genetic Resources Strategy for Europe
Launched in Bruxelles, 30 November 2021

Developed via extensive 
consultations with experts and 
stakeholders

Implementation is subject to 
firm political will

Identifies gaps and objectives 
to guide ECPGR priorities for 
the next decade

www.ecpgr.org/pgrstrategy21 



ECPGR Structure



ToRs of ECPGR for Phase XI

Available at 
this link. 

https://www.ecpgr.cgiar.org/fileadmin/bioversity/publications/pdfs/ECPGR_Rules_of_Procedures_and_ToRs_Phase_XI.pdf


ECPGR Initiatives
European Search Catalogue 
for Plant Genetic Resources

Open Access Journal
www.genresj.org

A European Genebank 
Integrated System

European Evaluation 
Network for PGRFA

Documentation

Ex situ genebank operations 
and quality management

PGR access and use

Dissemination

http://www.genresj.org/


Online catalogue
• Information on European ex situ collections: passport, 

characterization and evaluation data

• Extension to in situ populations recently implemented

• Largest single PGR data provider at accession level 

• Register for multilateral system and feeding into 
Genesys global database

Documentation

Hosted by: 

EURISCO: A central hub to make European PGR data publicly available

http://eurisco.ecpgr.org



AEGIS – A European Genebank 
Integrated System

Conserving in a collaborative way 
and at agreed quality standards, 
the genetically unique and important 
accessions for Europe of all crops and 
making them available for breeding 
and research through SMTAs  

36 Member countries
76 Associate Member Agreements

~122,000 AEGIS accessions
> 500 Genera www.ecpgr.org/aegis



Leafy vegetable accessions in AEGIS
(all non-Annex I)



130 partners from 37 countries
www.ecpgr.org/eva

© GeoNames, Microsoft, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, TomTom
Powered by Bing
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Includes also organizations participating in multiple EVA Networks

The European Evaluation 
Network

http://www.ecpgr.org/eva


Open-access journal for stakeholders 

• Diamond open-access journal – free to publish 
and read 

• Dissemination of research, opinions and other 
articles on genetic resources for food and 
agriculture

• Developed within H2020 project GenResBridge

• Published by ECPGR and ERFP 

www.genresj.org



ECPGR Network of European 
Genebank Managers 

• Overall aim to strengthen the 
management of genebanks through the 
exchange of knowledge, cooperation 
and capacity building of genebanks, 
including the various aspects of leading 
and managing a genebank.



Financial 
means

Edvard Munch, Geese in an Orchard, 1911



ECPGR Regular budget – Phase XI (2024-2028): 
€3.9 M 

WG Activities total budget: €510,000

EURISCO Maintenance + development: €555,000



German-funded projects
TOTAL: €982,679 between 2021–2027



EC Horizon projects:

AGENT 
PRO-GRACE 
COLiBRI
GENIUS 

ca. € 850,000
 



Leafy Vegetables Working 
Group 
•  Started in 2003 (Ad hoc Group in Skierniewice)
•  Chairs: 

• Ietje Boukema (2003–2007)
• Rob van Treuren (2007–2015)
• Jelka Šuštar Vozlič (2015–2026)

• 52 Working Group members

• Databases:
• International Chicory Database (GEVES)
• International Lactuca Database (CGN)
• International Minor Leafy Vegetables Database (IPK)
• International Spinach Database (CGN)
• Lettuce Portal (CGN)

• Grant Scheme Activity: CCLEAFY (2016-2017)

http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/chicory/
http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/chicory/
http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/ildb/
http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/ildb/
http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/ildb/
http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/ildb/
http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/minorlv/
http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/minorlv/
http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/spinach/
http://ecpgr.cgn.wur.nl/LVintro/spinach/
https://www.pgrportal.nl/
https://www.pgrportal.nl/
https://www.ecpgr.org/working-groups/leafy-vegetables/ccleafy


How to use the budget line ‘WG activities’

• Grant Scheme: Annual Calls launched and evaluated by the 
Executive Committee. WG Chair submits proposals

• Meetings (on a first-come, first-served basis). WG Chair requests 
with justification: 

1) Which specific achievements are expected to be reached, in terms of facilitating the 
implementation of ECPGR priorities. 

2) Cost-effectiveness and synergies with other initiatives, e.g.: 
• Meetings in preparation for an EC project
• Planning of new EVA Networks 
• Training of genebank information system officers, etc.



Table of priorities  https://www.ecpgr.org/grant-scheme/call-for-proposals



Examples of priorities for action 
(Grant Scheme)

- Support to countries to identify and include material into AEGIS,    
including regeneration and safety duplication (ex situ)
- Compilation and transfer of existing C&E data to EURISCO 

(documentation)
- Support to the creation of crops’ public–private partnerships (use)
- At country level, prepare lists of CWR priority taxa and provide in situ 

population data to EURISCO  (in situ CWR)

More information on Grant Scheme: https://www.ecpgr.org/grant-scheme/faq 

https://www.ecpgr.org/grant-scheme/faq
https://www.ecpgr.org/grant-scheme/faq
https://www.ecpgr.org/grant-scheme/faq


ECPGR Working Group members roles and 
responsibilities

Watch the video at: https://bit.ly/ECPGR-WG 

https://bit.ly/ECPGR-WG
https://bit.ly/ECPGR-WG
https://bit.ly/ECPGR-WG


Outlook: Decisions 
of the Steering 
Committee 
(June 2026)

Camille Pissarro, The Meadows at Éragny, Apple Tree, 1894 



Main decisions of the ECPGR Steering 
Committee (June 2026)
• Small revisions to:

• Genebank Managers Network – can apply for funds
• Phase XI budget: all costs covered until the end of the phase
• Table of Priorities: small additions  
• Hosting Arrangements: still at Bioversity, Rome
• ECPGR ToRs: non-payment allowed for one year  

• Preparation for Phase XII (2029–2033)
• Updating PGR Strategy  ECPGR Strategy
• Communication Task Force
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New ECPGR Secretariat
(as of 1 January 2027)
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Thank you for 
your attention

Second meeting, Ljubljana, October 2013
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