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Cooperation Knowledge 
exchange

Capacity building

Better genebank management and leadership

Stronger collaboration
across genebanks

Sharing tools,
methods and lessons 

learned

Training, peer review
learning

and support

• Proposed in 2022, endorsed in 2023
• Connects European genebank managers – nominated by ECPGR 

national coordinators – one person who should heading/managing 
public genebank 

Major achievements and outcomes When relevant, 
support and 

interact with the 
ECPGR

Working Groups



Major achievements and outcomes

• Five meetings held between Nov 2023 and May 2025
• 3 online
• 2 in-person – Braga and Prague

© GeoNames, Microsoft, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, TomTom
Používá technologii Bing.

34 countries
67 members
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Funded projects overview

• The Network is primarily self-funded
• ECPGR may provide complementary support, subject to budget availability
• Support may cover meeting organization and participants from Category A and B 

countries
• Additional ECPGR funding can be requested for capacity building and other activities
• EU Horizon 2020 AGENT project – began with peer review of the GBs 
• New AEGIS enabled continuation of peer reviews of GBs
• PRO-GRACE – a step towards a PGR Research Infrastructure – capacity development 

and knowledge sharing



Key learnings and challenges

• Quality management is a major common priority across 
genebanks

• Peer review and exchange of practice are useful capacity -
building tools

• Genebank management also includes communication, legal 
and collaboration aspects



Future priorities and ideas

• Continue regular GMN meetings and peer review visits and 
exchange of our views

• Further improve quality management systems across European 
genebanks

• Deepen links with AEGIS, GRACE RI, Working Groups and 
partner projects



THANK YOU
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