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Major achievements and outcomes

Berries
• Documentation of berry genetic resources updated in the respective 

countries and provided to EURISCO; altogether, 4,061 accessions of berry 
genetic resources inventoried 

• Berries’ specific guidelines for genebank management agreed by the WG 
• Selection of accessions (Fragaria, Rubus and Ribes) to be characterized 

as candidates for the AEGIS collection. 



Major achievements and outcomes

Malus/Pyrus
• Improved understanding of uniqueness of accessions thanks to 

development of MUNQ/PUNQ concept and genotyping with harmonized 
SSR markers (> 20,000 apple and > 8,000 pear accessions genotyped)

• Documentation: About 261,000 C&E data points of 8,541 apple accessions 
and >140,000 data points for 3,500 pear accessions uploaded to 
EURISCO

• Definition within InnOBreed of 20 first-priority traits about abiotic stress 
resilience, robustness traits and quality parameters, which will be 
evaluated using ECPGR harmonized descriptor lists. 



Major achievements and outcomes

Malus/Pyrus continued
• FRUITDIV project focused on conservation and use of Malus, Pyrus and 

Prunus CWRs
• Belgian on-farm case study project established a coordinated network of 

repository orchards directly linked to the CRA-W ex situ collections. 
• As part of InnOBreed, a European Organic Fruit Breeding Network Charter 

was established to foster cooperation among breeders, researchers, 
evaluators, curators, and growers engaged in developing fruit tree cultivars 
better adapted to organic production systems. 



Major achievements and outcomes

Prunus
• Significant progress in the documentation: about 88,000 C&E datapoints of 

4,073 Prunus accessions prepared for EURISCO and partially included. 
Experience made in preparing C&E data for upload to EURISCO

• New Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) to track and access germplasm data 
were  requested and issued for approximately 2,500 Prunus accessions  

• Detailed assessment carried out on the Prunus EPDB and 
recommendation to formally close it in favour of uploading C&E data to 
EURISCO



Major achievements and outcomes

Vitis
• Update of distribution of Vitis sylvestris occurrences in Europe, including 

new sites identified
• Nearly 3,000 Vitis sylvestris  genotypes analyzed, covering the entire 

European region.
• Vitis Sylvestris bibliography updated and made available online.



Funded projects overview
Berries
• 2nd Meeting of the Berries Working Group, 17-19 June 2025, Kaunas, Lithuania € 15,000 

Malus/Pyrus and Prunus
• FRUITTREEDATA (Improvement of Fruit Tree Data Inclusion in EURISCO) (2023-2025) € 

38,775

Vitis
• SYLVESTRIS: Increasing the efficiency of conservation of Vitis sylvestris genetic 

resources in Europe (2023-2025) € 25,520



Key learnings and challenges

Berries
• Identification of unique and true-to-type accessions is the next important challenge for 

berry germplasm collections 

Malus/Pyrus and Prunus
• WG members are still uncertain about how to include a clonal group identifiers (MUNQ, 

PUNQ, CHUNQ) in EURISCO. 
• Aggregation of multi-year data prior to uploading into EURISCO
• C&E data unavailable for EURISCO until after scientific publication
• How to develop collaborative work for on-farm, pre-breeding, and releasing old fruit 

varieties onto the market

Vitis
• Need to improve communication within the WG and widen participation 



Future priorities and ideas

Berries
• Grant Scheme Activity proposal submitted to the Third Call: “Collaborative action 

for developing trait descriptors for berry genetic resources in Europe’ 
(BerryTraits)

• The aim is to start further projects and activities on characterization 
(phenotypic/molecular) in order to identify unique accessions for inclusion in 
AEGIS in the future

Vitis
• There is continuing and growing interest for joint activities to ensure conservation 

and use of Vitis sylvestris 



Future priorities and ideas

Malus/Pyrus and Prunus
• Use and disseminate more widely the experience gained in uploading phenotypic data to EURISCO 
• Thanks to the InnOBreed project, update or development of descriptors tailored to assess the 

susceptibility/tolerance to crop-specific diseases. 
• Need to update ECPGR Malus/Pyrus  and Prunus-specific descriptor guidelines
• Increasing the number of accessions well described with passport descriptors and C&E listed in 

EURISCO remains a long-term goal
• InnOBreed development of software capable of analyzing multi-year flowering phenology data, and 

uploading the aggregated data to EURISCO. 
• Finalizing the deliverable: “European Historical Pear Cultivars & Landraces Description” 

(EcoHisPy). 
• Organizing a joint meeting of the Prunus and Malus/Pyrus WGs by late 2026 or early 2027. 



THANK YOU
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