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Plant Genetic Resources 

Strategy Targets

Assessment of status



Objectives of the Plant Genetic 
Resources Strategy for Europe

1. Expanding in situ conservation of crop wild relatives and wild 
food plants

2. Promoting the on-farm conservation and management of 
plant genetic resources 

3. Consolidating and sustaining ex situ conservation

4. Strengthening a comprehensive information system for plant 
genetic resources 

5. Promoting sustainable use of plant genetic resources

6. Developing a system to monitor European conservation and 
sustainable use of plant genetic resources



1. Expanding in situ conservation of crop wild 
relatives (CWR) and wild food plants (WFP)

PGR Strategy Targets Status

1 All European countries include CWR & WFP conservation in national PGR 
programmes

2 All European countries have identified priority CWR taxa and populations, forming 
the basis national and European in situ network

3 Europe has centralized, comprehensive documentation of CWR & WFP in situ 
diversity

4 Priority CWR populations are managed and monitored per agreed guidelines

5 In situ CWR populations are backed up ex situ and made available to users

Partially achieved In progress Not achieved



2. On-farm plant genetic resources 
conservation and management

PGR Strategy Targets Status

1 All European countries include on-farm PGR conservation & management in 
national programmes

2 A European Inventory of on-farm genetic diversity is established, with defined data 
exchange descriptors

3 All inventoried landraces are backed up in national genebanks

4 On-farm landrace conservation guidelines are defined and implemented locally 
within the European collaborative programme

Partially achieved In progress Not achieved



3. Consolidating and sustaining ex situ 
conservation

PGR Strategy Targets Status

1 The AEGIS Certification System is developed, recognized, and implemented across a 
decentralized European genebank network

2 Up to one third of European genebanks (100–150) are AEGIS-certified, supported by a 
capacity-building system

3 The European Collection holds a substantial share of European accessions, all conserved to 
AQUAS standards, accessible via EURISCO, and safety-duplicated in Svalbard and/or CGIAR 
Centres

4 A comprehensive, regularly updated assessment of European PGR gaps and user needs has 
been completed

5 AEGIS-certified genebanks conserve: i) most European landraces; ii) wide CWR diversity; iii) 
representative developed varieties; and iv) other relevant material including WFP.



4. Strengthening a comprehensive information system for plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture (Documentation)

PGR Strategy Targets Status

1 The EURISCO National Focal Points (NFPs) are optimally supported

2 EURISCO holds high-quality passport data for all European ex situ collections, extended to 
include in situ CWR and on-farm landrace data

3 NFPs provide access to all public phenotypic data on conserved PGR, initially via EURISCO, in 
collaboration with public and private partners

4 European genebanks and PGR holders improve data management through tools and 
resources enabling FAIR principles and open data adoption

5 EURISCO data and IT infrastructure are FAIR-compliant, enabling broad use across sectors

6 EURISCO is established as a trusted European and global open-access database with high 
governance and data management standards

Partially achieved In progress Not achievedAchieved



5. Promoting sustainable use of PGR

PGR Strategy Targets Status

1 European PGR collections are increasingly characterized, evaluated, and 
genotyped with molecular markers

2 Public-domain data and accessions, including molecularly identified traits, are 
accessible via open systems and Crop Portals

3 CWR pre-breeding and on-farm participatory landrace breeding add value to 
unique diversity

4 Relevant legislation is reviewed and disincentives for small-scale producers of 
diversified propagation material are eliminated



6. Developing a system to monitor European 
conservation and sustainable use of PGR (Monitoring)

PGR Strategy Targets Status

1 By 2025, monitoring indicators and baseline data for this Strategy are consensually 
defined by all stakeholders.

2 By 2030, a system for collecting and compiling all relevant baseline data is 
established and operational.

Postponed to 
Phase XII



THANK YOU
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