




The activities of the Avena Working Group in 2015 were mainly concentrated into two tasks: 

The first one was the submission of a Horizon 2020 project entitled ‘Genetic Resources for 

Agriculture Diversification and Quality’ (acronym GRAC-Q). Coordinator for the project was 

Dr. Christoph Germeier. This project evolved from the experience gathered form the three 

previous AGRI GEN RES EC funded projects involving Avena:  

1. Evaluation and enhancement of Avena landrace collections for extensification of the 

genetic basis of Avena for quality and resistance breeding – Coordinator Dr. Andreas 

Katsiotis 

2. AVEQ - Avena for quality in human consumption – Coordinator Dr. Christoph 

Germeier 

3. AEGRO – An integrated European in-situ management work plan – Coordinator Dr. 

Lothar Freeze 

Twenty-three partners were included in the project, a large number of which were also 

involved in the previously mentioned projects. Except Avena, other crops included were 

lentil, faba bean and linseed. The project reached the minimum thresholds necessary for 

‘stage 1-evaluation’ and it was invited for a full proposal submission. During ‘stage 2’ the 

proposal was not selected for funding.   







After further discussion of limits to collecting and maintaining germplasm in various member
countries, Andreas thanked the group for its participation and expressed his willingness to
prepare an application for ECPGR funding in the current round after communicating with the
Avena Working Group members.


