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Announcement of the initiative

Title in the grower‘s
magazine „Der Deutsche 
Weinbau“, Mai 2016:

„Search for old grapevines“

Original title: „On-Farm preservation
of historical cultivars by wine
growers“

No response.



SYMPOSIUM HISTORISCHE REBSORTEN

18. November 2016 

Announcement of the initiative

200 participants (many wine growers, wine tasting)

Talk given on the:

Preservation of the genetic resources… 
… a responsibilty of society

The example of viticulture

Presentation of the on-farm inventory
project



Safeguard of genetic resources ….. 
….. supported by private initiatives

− Maintenance of a larger number of plants

− Conservation of several clones

There are many good reasons for the on-farm conservation of rare 
historical grape varieties

− Evaluation of agronomic features and wine 

quality under practice conditions

− Broadening of the genetic basis via mutation is 

possible

Palmyra, Baaltempel
Foto: Fritz Schumann



Safeguard of genetic resources ….. 
….. supported by private initiatives

− Enrichment of the national variety spectrum

− Specialities and niche products provide a high 

There are many good reasons for the on-farm conservation of rare 
historical grape varieties

− Specialities and niche products provide a high 

added value

− Marketing is promoted by attributes like 

“indigenous, historical, rare, neglected, forgotten, 

lost and recovered”

Palmyra, Baaltempel
Foto: Fritz Schumann



Establishment of an on-farm inventory with growers conserving rare historical
varieties in the „Deutschen Genbank Reben“

− wine growers

− wine consumers

Safeguard of genetic resources ….. 
….. supported by private initiatives

This inventory serves the following stakeholders:

− wine consumers

− wine merchants

− nursery men

− journalists

− germplasm repositories



Safeguard of genetic resources ….. 
….. supported by private initiatives

The inventory assists to:

− Exchange experience

− Promote further dissemination of the varieties

− Facilitate access to propagation material

− Facilitate marketing and tracking of the niche products

− Monitor rare germplasm preservation by the on-farm 
inventory (European Vitis Database)



Announcement of the initiative

Wine tastings at the Institut für Rebenzüchtung Geilweilerhof

2015 
Gänsfüsser Blau, Heunisch Weiß, Riesling Rot, Silvaner Blau 
sowie Gutedel Rot (night of the wine researchers)

2016

2017 
Elbling Weiß, Räuschling Weiß, 
Grünfränkisch, Tauberschwarz and 
Rosenmuskateller (night of the wine researchers)

2016
Barthainer Weiß, Gelbhoelzer Blau, 
Gruenling Weiß, Heunisch Weiß, 
Oesterreichisch Weiß and Orangetraube 
(official wine tasting for growers and consumers)



Announcement of the initiative

Two poster were developed



Announcement of the initiative

Conclusion, 
after having tried different approaches to reach growers:

The most effective way to encourage or motivate
wine growers and to gain their participation in wine growers and to gain their participation in 

the on-farm network
is

to visit or to phone them



Feedback of wine growers

It is very important to insist and to constantly recontact them.

Until now:

− 7 wine growers (7 varieties)

− 2 institutions− 2 institutions

(Institut für Rebenzüchtung Geilweilerhof – 22 varieties

and 

Bayrische Landesanstalt für Weinbau und Gartenbau – 5 varieties) 



Feedback of wine growers

Varieties

− wine growers (7 varieties: Adelfränkisch, Gelber Orleans, Blauer 

Gänsfüsser, Blauer Urban, Malvasier, Muskat von Eisenstadt, Weißer 

Heunisch)

− 2 institutions

Institut für Rebenzüchtung Geilweilerhof (22 varieties):

Adelfränkisch

Affenthaler

Beerheller

Blauer Kölner

Kleiner Fränkischer Burgunder

Großer Burgunder

and 

Bayrische Landesanstalt für Weinbau und Gartenbau 

(5 varieties) :

Großer Burgunder

Gewürztraube

Hartblau

Blauer Heunisch

Schwarzer Heunisch

Gelber Kleinberger

Weißer Lagler

Mehlweiss

Möhrchen

Mohrenkönigin

Weißer Österreicher

Purcsin

Blauer Silvaner

Roter Silvaner

Weißer Veltliner

Vogelfränkische

Blaue Zimmettraube

Mohrenkönigin

Hartblau

Bukettrebe

Blauer Kölner

Adelfränkisch



Descriptors

Grower Grower Grower

Owner: winery, cooperative or else winery winery

Status as producer: wine, table grapes, 
amateur or else

wine wine

Name of the 
grower/winery/cooperative/else

Dagmar Rückrich-Menger Weingut Braun

Town / village D-67575 Eich D-67149 MeckenheimTown / village D-67575 Eich D-67149 Meckenheim

Street Hauptstrasse 12 Hauptstraße 51

Country Germany Germany

Latitude of the village 49°45′ 0″ N 49°24′ 13″ N

Longitude of the village 8°23′ 56″ E 8°14′ 24″ E

Height of the village 67 111

Viticultural growing region Rheinhessen Pfalz

District Alzey-Worms Bad Dürkheim

Federal state Rheinland-Pfalz Rheinland-Pfalz



Descriptors

Variety maintained Variety maintained Variety maintained

Variety main local name Malvasier Blauer Gänsfüsser
Berry color red blue
VIVC prime name VELTLINER FRUEHROT GAENSFUESSER BLAU
VIVC variety number 16157 586
Local synonyms only Früher Malvasier

Reasons why - according to the grower - the variety is 
preserved (e.g. considered autochthonous and old, 
important heritage, rare and historical, neglected, minor 
or else

particular family reasons

In the middle Ages it was planted all over 
in Palatinate region, also as a trellish. 
Elector Johann Casimir gave the order in 
1584 that if Gänsfüsser plants were pulled 
out, they had to be replaced by the same 
variety

Reasons for having chosen this variety: winequality, 
earliness, late ripening, acidity potential, taste, personal 
appreciation, niche product

fits perfectly the variety assortment of 
the winery

historical reasons.The wine is very 
independant and individual. It has a spicy 
caracter. Elaborated in wood it provides a 
particular flavor, distinct from other wines.particular flavor, distinct from other wines.

Reasons why the variety is considered as minor (less 
than XX ha, no repository for this variety)

little distribution, cultivation is 
regressing

Difficult to grow because of high vigour. 
High sensitivity against Oidium

Origin of initial propagation material (e.g. own property, 
other wine grower, prospection material, nursery, 
grapevine collection) 

cuttings were taken from 
grandfathers old vineyard

Dienstleistungszentrum ländlicher Raum 
Neustadt Weinstraße

Origin of the planted material own production
Dienstleistungszentrum ländlicher Raum 
(DLR) - Neustadt

Donor accession number

Clone RM3-6, RM1-61

Who identified the variety?
the identity of the cultvar is known by 
traded knowledge, descriptions and 
drawings

the identity of the cultvar is known by 
traded knowledge, descriptions and 
drawings

When was the variety identified? historically unknown date historically unknown date

How was the variety identified? _
traded knowledge, descriptions and 
drawings

Registered in the National List yes no

Registered in another European country
France, Austria, Hungary, Slovenia, 
Czech Republic

no



Descriptors

Vineyard description Vineyard description Vineyard description

Name of the appelation Bornheimer Hähnchen Haßlocher Leisböhl
Town / village D-55237 Bornheim D-67454 Haßloch
Plantation of the vineyard (Year) (Example: 
around 1930)

1989 2009

General description of the vineyard. Example: 
traditional plantation, research vineyard…

traditional traditional

Planted area (ha) or number of vines 0,5 0,2

Soil type loam-lime loamy sandsoil

Exposure and slope light slope
Spacing and density 1,8 x 1,1 m 2 x 1,2 m
Pruning system. Trellis management wire trellishing system, flat guyot flat guyot
Pest control management conventional conventional
General status (vigour, health) very good very good
Virus status (visual observation) healthy
Virus test (z. B. Elisa) yes
Year of virustesting 1989
Missing vines (%) none none
Rootstock Binova 5 C
Marketing of the wine (yes/no) yes yes



Descriptors

Commitments Commitments Commitments

Contact with an official technical institute

Dienstleistungszentrum 
ländlicher Raum (DLR) -
Oppenheim, Julius Kühn-
Institut, Institut für 
Rebenzüchtung 
Geilweilerhof

Dienstleistungszentrum 
ländlicher Raum (DLR) -
Neustadt

Share of material (yes/no) no

Aktionsgemeinschaft zur 
Member of a local network

Aktionsgemeinschaft zur 
Erhaltung der Rebsorten 
- Oppenheim

Safety duplication ex-situ.Institute code or 
Institute adress.

yes

yes, 
Dienstleistungszentrum 
ländlicher Raum 
Neustadt

Labels in the vineyard (yes/no) no

Exact map available (yes/no)



National procedure for listing a wine variety in the National List

Two different examinations (National Seed Act):

• Test for distinctness, uniformity and stability (DUS):

4 years of DUS-testing (Federal Plant Variety Office)

10 grafted plants have to be provided by the applicant. 

After 4 years description is made by the Federal Plant Variety Office.

• Comparative variety tests prior to admission for marketing of 

propagating material:

Agronomic data from 4 different locations from 5 years = 20 (4 x 5). 

Vinifications at 3 locations from 5 years = 15 (3 x 5).



Classification:

Some federal state governments have arranged that all vine varieties which are registered 

by the Federal Plant Variety Office are automatically classified for wine production.

Costs :

National procedure for listing a wine variety in the National List

Costs :

Application for registration of the variety:         430 €

DUS test:                                                               4.500 €

Comparative variety tests:                                    540 €

Control fees: 1st year 170 €. The fee increases each year up to 690 € in the 8th year . From 

the 9th year on 690 € have to be paid every year.



National procedure for legally grow a variety not in the National 

List.

-

Anbaueignungsversuch mit nicht klassifizierten Rebsorten
hier: wissenschaftlicher Versuch „Alte Rebsorten“

Antrag auf Versuchsgenehmigung  -Weiße Rebsorten-

Gemarkung: _____________________ Weinbergslage: _____________________     
Betriebs –Nr.: ____________________  Plan-Nr(n).: _____________________
Ges.-Größe: ______________  m² Pflanzjahr: _____________________

Application form to carry out a scientific examination:

A research institute has to confirm that it supervises the scientific evaluation.

-

Prüfsorten Unterlage Stockzahl Pflanzweite Versuchsfläche (m²) 

Versuchsansteller:
Name,          Vorname                          Anschrift/Straße                  PLZ          Ort

The request has to be supplemented by an exact plan of the test plot and 
an excerpt of the wine cadastral map.



Thank youThank you
for your attention


