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ECPGR long-term goal

Stakeholders in Europe collaboratively, 
rationally and effectively conserve ex situ and 
in situ PGRFA, provide access and increase 
sustainable use

www.ecpgr.cgiar.org



Membership and funding

Ten Phases (1980-2023)

• Member countries contribute 
funding (ca. € 540 000 per year)

• National Coordinators are 
nominated at governmental level  

• Use of funds:
– Coordination 

– Working Group activities 

– Maintenance of EURISCO 



Structure



1. Ex situ 

 Conservation and provision of access through AEGIS and the 

European Collection

2. Documentation

 Provision of passport and phenotypic information of ex situ and in 

situ through EURISCO

3. In situ 

Improve conservation and use of crop wild relatives 

4. On-farm 

 Conservation and management of PGRFA diversity

5. Use of PGRFA

 Through European Evaluation Network (EVA) 

Objectives of ECPGR 
Phase X (2019 – 2023)



Working group on Beta 





1. Ex situ conservation

A European Genebank
Integrated System AEGIS

• Establishment of decentralized European Collection of 
unique and important accessions

• Memorandum of Understanding whereby countries 
commit to long-term conservation and management of 
European Accessions and to their availability

• Availability through SMTA, including non-Annex I material

• Quality System: agreed standards, reporting, monitoring 
& capacity building

• Role of Working Groups for the management of 
decentralized collection   

http://aegis.cgiar.org/



34 Member countries
62 Associate Member Institutions

AEGIS membership



The European Collection 

Total number of European Accessions: 34 364  (May 2018)

Country 
No of 

accessions

Albania 8

Bulgaria 341

Bosnia and Herz. 22

Croatia 90

Czechia 1341

Estonia 89

Germany 14183

Latvia 27

Lithuania 36

Montenegro 31

Netherlands 5853

Nordic Countries 3708

Poland 443

Romania 623

Slovakia 299

Switzerland 5611

United Kingdom 1659

Total 34 364



Beta accessions in AEGIS
(60 vs. 7200 in EURISCO)



Beta specific standards



Beta specific standards



Online catalogue
with information on the European ex situ collections: 
passport and recently characterization and evaluation data

2. Documentation

http://eurisco.ecpgr.org



Online catalogue of accessions in 
European genebanks: EURISCO   

• Data gathered from 43 national inventories

• 1.96M accession data from 372 institutions throughout Europe

• Largest PGR data provider at the accession level 

• Register for the Multilateral System (418k) and AEGIS (34k)
European accessions



Data flow



Global Information Infrastructure



Beta accessions in EURISCO
(only passport data)

Beta vulgaris 5335 Beta nana 37

Beta sp. 1118 Beta macrorhiza 29

Beta maritima 279 Beta trygina 29

Beta macrocarpa 79 Beta (Patellifolia) 
procumbens

14

Beta corolliflora 76 Beta cicla 10

Beta (Patellifolia) 
patellaris

76 Beta patula 6

Beta x intermedia 68 Beta webbiana 4

Beta lomatogona 66 Other 10

TOTAL 7236



Passport data in EURISCO

• Four standard searches:

– Taxonomy

– Accession

– Biological status

– Collecting site

• Advanced search

• Different user-specific
export features



C&E data in EURISCO

Wizard-based searches for
• Genus
• Species and trait
• Experiment
• Trait



3. Conservation 
of crop wild relatives

• National and regional conservation 
strategy planning    
(checklists -> priorities ->                  

inventories -> action plans)

• Designation and management of 
Most Appropriate Wild Populations 
(genetic diversity and traits of 
interest) in genetic reserves



• European Inventory of on-farm 
genetic diversity

• Developing indicators for 
monitoring diversity and threat

• Promoting good practices for
on-farm management

• Concept of European agro-diversity 
sites

• Addressing issues of ownership, 
access, availability, marketing, etc.

4. On farm conservation 
and management



5. Relations with users

European Evaluation Network (EVA) 

The goal of EVA will be to increase, facilitate and improve 
the use of genetic diversity present in PGRFA in Europe for 
crop improvement. 



EVA objectives

• To promote crop group-specific European Private Public 
Partnerships to carry out targeted evaluation of PGRFA; 

• To improve the evaluation of PGRFA through coordinated 
and collaborative efforts, using harmonized methods and 
standard protocols and the development of best 
practices, guidelines and tools; 

• To promote digitization, harmonization, availability and 
exchange of existing and newly generated evaluation 
data 



EVA principles

• In accordance with principles of International Treaty 
(use of SMTA) 

• Use of agreed standards for evaluation

• Use of AEGIS and EURISCO to a maximum extent

• Release of data after an embargo period (Cooperation 
Agreement)

• Use of ECPGR supportive structure (Secretariat, Working 
Groups)



Upcoming call for proposals



B. [2019]: Adding value to plant 
GenRes (RIA)

• Activities will address processes, tools and know-how associated with a 
dynamic management and documentation of GenRes collections 
(both ex-situ and in-situ, as appropriate). They will add value to the 
preserved germplasm to promote its use, e.g. in breeding, farming, forestry 
and by consumers. Work will enable the development and testing of a range 
of solutions to enhance quality and efficiency of operations and services 
across collections. Major efforts should go into capturing and 
characterising the genetic diversity in germplasm and revealing 
novel information to users. This will include acquiring comprehensive and 
more precise genotypic and phenotypic information on GenRes material, 
understanding the connections between the two, how they vary in different 
environmental contexts and having in place appropriate (bioinformatic) tools 
for data processing, exchange and visualisation. Due account shall be given 
to disclosing the potential of less adapted material from genebanks/in-
situ conservation sites in relation to valuable traits associated with 
resilience, adaptability and quality of crops.

• Proposals should foresee a task for joint activities with other projects financed under 
this topic.



Horizon 2020 - SFS 28 2018
GenRes Bridge

• ECPGR-related partners: 

– ECPGR Secretariat; BLE, Germany; WR, The Netherlands; 

BGCI, UK; INRA, France; Univ. Bham, UK; EURISCO, IPK, 

Germany; Pro Specie Rara, Switzerland

• ECPGR-related activities:
• European GRFA integrated strategy

• Peer-review system for conservation quality assurance

• AEGIS: involving Botanic gardens; phytosanitary issues

• EURISCO: Training workshops; linking information systems

• GenRes Gateway

• GenRes Journal 



Thank you for your attention 


