AEGIS Membership

AEGIS entered into force in 2009 with the signature
of the Memorandum of Understanding by ten
ECPGR member countries. By May 2016, 34
member countries and 58 Associate Member
institutions had joined AEGIS.

Membership is open to all European countries
that are members of ECPGR and willing to make
PGRFA available under the conditions of the
International Treaty.

[ AEGIS Member Countries
Countries invited to join AEGIS

AEGIS Member countries (as at May 2016)

Governance and structure

AEGIS operates within the framework of ECPGR.
The ECPGR Steering Committee has overall
responsibility and oversight over the operation of
AEGIS and delegated the oversight function to its
Executive Committee. Coordination of AEGIS is
provided by the ECPGR Secretariat. The ECPGR
Crop Working Groups provide technical support.
Associate Member institutions conserve the genetic
material and/or offer related services, such as
regeneration capacity, safety-duplication space,
etc.

Benefits of AEGIS

» Rationalization of the European genebank
conservation system (opportunities for cost-saving)

» Commitment for long-term conservation of genetic
resources

» Well defined terms of access to genetic material
(Standard Material Transfer Agreement)

» De facto extension of the Multilateral System to non-
Annex | genetic material

» Agreed high quality standards for conservation
across the European region

» Reduced risk of loss of material through systematic
safety-duplication

» Opportunity to prioritize public funds for
characterization and evaluation of public domain
European Accessions

Yeleegis

For further details and information, please contact:

Lorenzo Maggioni
ECPGR Secretary
|.maggioni@cgiar.org

Eva Thorn
Chair of ECPGR Executive Committee
eva.thorn@slu.se

ECPGR Secretariat /N
c/o Bioversity International cgof,lérr:?ﬁ:" ' }’,
Via dei Tre Denari, 472/a Programme ‘
00057 Maccarese, Italy g Senetic N
Email: bioversity-ecpgr@cgiar.org

Website: www.ecpgr.cgiar.org ECP//GR

Tel: (+39) 06 6118 251/231 Date of publication: May 2016

Yelcegis

A European Genebank
Integrated System

What is AEGIS?

AEGIS is a platform connecting European
genebanks under a common system for the
long-term conservation of unique accessions
of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture (PGRFA). These selected
accessions are maintained by the participating
institutions (i.e. Associate Member institutions)
at an agreed quality standard and are made
available in accordance with the terms and
conditions set out in the International Treaty
on PGRFA, i.e. through a Standard Material
Transfer Agreement.

http://www.ecpgr.cgiar.org/aegis/aegis-homepage/
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