
 

14 March 2025 

 

Ms Tatjana Vujovič   

Fruit Research Institute 
St. Kralja Petra I, No 9 
32102 Čačak 
Serbia 

 

Mr Miloš Faltus 

Czech Agrifood Research Center (CARC) 
161 06 Prague, Ruzyne 507 
Czech Republic 

 

Mr Bart Panis 

The Alliance of Bioversity International and CIAT, c/o KU Leuven 
Willem de Croylaan 42 bus 2455Kardinaal Mercierlaan 92 
3001 Leuven 
Belgium 

 

Ref: ECPGR Activity Grant Scheme (Phase XI) - Second Call for proposals 

 

Subject:  Proposal “CryoConnect”  

 

Dear Tatjana, Miloš and Bart, 

I am very pleased to inform you that the ECPGR Executive Committee (ExCo), during its recent meeting of 13 March 2024, 
approved for funding the proposal ‘A Regional Initiative for a Cross-Border Cryobank in the Western Balkans and the Caucasus 
(CryoConnect)’.  

The ExCo is considering this initiative to create a sub-regional cryopreservation hub as a welcomed development, following the 
philosophy of the past SeedNet approach. The ExCo wishes to encourage more countries of the Balkan and Caucasus region to 
join the initiative and to sign the MOU under preparation, should the conditions become favourable.   

Before the start of the project, which you have set for 1 June 2025, you are invited to send a few clarifications to the ExCo, 
through the Secretariat:  

• Expected impact: could you please clarify what do you mean by “Integrating with European Conservation Policies” (point 
4 of your list). 

• Expected products: Point 6 of your list (Database of genotype-based storage period and regrowth parameters) is not 
mentioned in your text and it is not clear what it is and who is in charge of carrying out this task. 

• You mention AEGIS among your targets, but it is not clear whether the accessions that will enter the cryo-hub will also 
be part of AEGIS. The ExCo would like to be reassured that this will be the case. 

• Can you indicate how you plan to disseminate the results of your Activity to the rest of the Cryo WG? 

Please note that the ECPGR Steering Committee will be consulted for endorsement of the final list of participants. The Secretariat 
will then contact you and other funded partners regarding Letters of Agreement to be prepared. I wish to take this opportunity to 
congratulate you, and all the partners involved in this proposal, and look forward to a successful implementation. 

Best wishes,  

 
Jens Weibull 
Chair of the ECPGR Executive Committee 

 


