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ECPGR Cryopreservation WG members:

18 countries

33 members
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Cryopreservation WG members
• Institute of Plant Genetic Resources of Albania, Agricultural University of 

Tirana, Albania

• Department of Biotechnology, Faculty of Natural Sciences, University of 
Tirana, Albania

• Alliance of Bioversity International and CIAT, Belgium

• Institute for Plant Genetic Resources, Bulgaria

• CRI (Crop Research Institute), Czech Republic

• LUKE (Natural Resources Institute), Finland

• INRAE National Research Institute for Agriculture, Food and Environment, 
France

• IRD, Montpellier France

• Institut Agro Rennes-Angers, France

• LEPL Scientific Research Center of Agriculture, Georgia

• IPK Gatesleben, Germany

• JKI (Julius Kühn-Institut), Germany

• Council for Research in Agriculture and Economics, Italy

• CNR (National Research Council), Italy

• Università di Bari, Italy

• Lithuanian Institute of Horticulture, Lithuania

• NIBIO, Norway

• Plant Breeding and Acclimatization Institute – National Research Institute, 
Poland

• INIAV Intituto Nacional de Investigação Agrária e Veterinária, Portugal

• Fruit Research Institute, Serbia

• University of Maribor, Slovenia

• CITA Centro de Investigación y Tecnología Agroalimentaria de Aragón (CITA), 
Spain

• Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, Spain

• IRTA, Spain

• CSIC Agrobiological Research Institute, Spain

• Aegean Agricultural Research Institute, Türkiye

• University of Reading, UK
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ACTIVITY:
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NETWORKING - other European institutes/countries to be involved?

EXPERIENCE SHARING - Need for training? If so, on what topics?

• Funding possibilities for collaboration?

STRATEGY FOR CRYOCONSERVATION

• Priority crops?

• Other applications of cryopreservation - Virus eradication - Conservation of materials with specific characteristics (totipotent cell lines, lines with specific 
metabolites, elite clonal breeding lines or genetic stocks) - Cryopreservation of orthodox, intermediate and/or recalcitrant seeds?

• Need for a Cryopreservation back up (cfr Svalbard seed vault)?

• sharing experience
• skills training
• setting standards
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Discussion topics:

1) General discussion on country reports

2) Networking

3) Trainning

4) Setting standards

5) Steps needed for the elaboration of the concept, reporting to the ECPGR Steering Committee and 
future steps

6) CRYO WG project
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Discussion topics:

1) General discussion on country reports

- Strengths, weaknesses, gaps

- Differences in PGR conservation – country specificity in organization and support

- Cooperation between scientists and curators
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Discussion topics:

2) Networking 

- Sharing of information – which platform, access to information – within WG, ECPGR, for
everyone
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Discussion topics:

3) Trainning

Definition of needs:
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Discussion topics:

3) Trainning

Definition of needs:

Needs of curators (safety backup) vs. Needs of cryopreservation specialists (methods
improvement)
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Discussion topics:

3) Trainning

Definition of needs:

Genotyping-by-sequencing of the European garlic collection to develop a sustainable ex situ 
conservation strategy (Garli-CCS) - Sixth Call, Phase X, ECPGR Grant
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Discussion topics:

3) Trainning

Definition of needs:

Other needs – dormant buds cryopreservation, vitrification technics, thermal analysis,… 
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Discussion topics:

4) Setting standards
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Discussion topics:

4) Setting standards
Priority crops? 

Other applications of cryopreservation: o Virus eradication 

Conservation of materials with specific characteristics (totipotent cell lines, lines with specific metabolites, elite clonal breeding lines or genetic 
stocks) 

Cryopreservation of orthodox, intermediate and/or recalcitrant seeds? 

Need for a Cryopreservation back up (cfr Svalbard seed vault) 

Funding possibilities for collaboration?
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Discussion topics:

5) Steps needed for the elaboration of the concept, reporting to the ECPGR Steering 
Committee and future steps.
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Thank you for your
attention!
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