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EUCARPIA 
European Association for Research on Plant Breeding  

 Founded in 1956 

 Aims to promote scientific and technical cooperation in the field of plant 
breeding in order to foster its further development 

 Individual and corporate fee paying members 

 11 sections:  
 Biometrics in plant breeding 

 Cereals 

 Fodder Crops and Amenity Grasses 

 Fruit 

 Genetic Resources 

 

 

 

 

 Maize and Sorghum 

 Oil and Protein Crops 

 Organic and Low-Input Agriculture 

 Ornamentals 

 Potatoes 

 Vegetables 

 Organizes regular section meetings to share 
knowledge and forge collaboration between 
stakeholders 

 General Congress every four years (next one in 2020) 

 

http://www.pgrforum.org/cwris/cwris.asp
http://www.pgrforum.org/cwris/cwris.asp


 491 members from 56 countries worldwide – 25 outside geographical Europe 

 Section board comprising Chair plus ten members 

– Andreas Börner, Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and Crop Plant Research (IPK), Germany 
(EUCARPIA President Designate) 

– Willem Botes, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa 

– Derly José Henriques Da Silva, Universidade Federal de Viçosa, Brazil 

– Lorenzo Maggioni, Secretariat, European Cooperative Programme for Plant Genetic Resources 
(ECPGR), Italy 

– Olaniyi Ajewole Oyatomi, International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), Nigeria 

– Anna Palmé, Nordic Genetic Resource Centre (NordGen), Sweden 

– Lorenzo Raggi, University of Perugia, Italy 

– Beate Schierscher, Agroscope, Switzerland (Vice-Chair) 

– Jelka Sustar-Vozlic, Agricultural Institute of Slovenia 

– Theo van Hintum, Centre for Genetic Resources, The Netherlands (CGN) 

 Section conferences convened every 3 years 

 

 

EUCARPIA Genetic Resources section 



EUCARPIA–ECPGR collaboration 

 Overlap of membership between EUCARPIA sections and ECPGR working groups – 
common interests for collaborative projects and joint meetings 

 EUCARPIA GR section and ECPGR links via individual members: 

 Chair as observer in ECPGR Steering Committee (and current Chair a member of ECPGR 
Wild Species Conservation in Genetic Reserves WG) 

 Current Vice Chair as ECPGR NC for Switzerland 

 Three current board members as Chairs of ECPGR WGs 

 Current ECPGR Coordinator as member of the GR section board 

 Current ECPGR ExCo Chair as member of the EUCARPIA GR section 

 

 

 

 

 



 EUCARPIA Genetic Resources section in association with ECPGR 

 Hosted by INRA (National Institute for Agricultural Research), CIRAD (French Agricultural 
Research Centre for International Development), IRD (French National Research Institute 
for Sustainable Development), Montpellier SupAgro, ARCAD (Agropolis Resource Centre 
for Crop Conservation, Adaptation and Diversity) and Agropolis Fondation 

 197 participants from 42 countries encompassing eastern, middle, southern and western 
Africa, northern, Central and South America, and all subregions of Asia and Europe 
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Oral and poster presentations in four sessions 

 PGR conservation – in nature, in production systems and in genebanks 

 Breeding for diverse farming systems – the roles of the formal and informal sectors 

 Collaborative approaches in plant breeding – public–private partnerships and 
participatory practices 

 Marketing diversity – enhancing the enabling environment for crop diversification 
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Workshop sessions 

 Valuing plant genetic diversity – what are the costs and benefits of PGR conservation 
and use? 

 The in situ–ex situ conundrum – can we move to a truly integrated approach? 

 Searching for diversity – how can information flow be streamlined to improve access to 
PGR? 

 Accessing plant genetic diversity – what are the obstacles and how can they be 
overcome 
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Panel discussion and conference resolution on future needs to support a workable and 
sustainable PGR use system 
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Conference outputs 

 Book of abstracts and presentations 

 Proceedings 

 Open letter 



CROP DIVERSIFICATION IN A CHANGING WORLD 
Mobilizing the green gold of plant genetic resources 
08–11 May 2017, Montpellier, France 



Next Genetic Resources section conference 

 In association with the EU-funded project, Farmer’s Pride 

 Hosted by Banco Português de Germoplasma Vegetal (BPGV), INIAV, Portugal 

 September 2020 
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