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Leafy Vegetables WG

58 Working group members (31 countries):
• Genebank Curators (16)

• Crop Specialist (22)

• Information/Documentation (11)

• Plant breeders (12)

• Policy and law (8)

• Other expertise (1)

Chair:
Rob van Treuren (until 2015)

Jelka Šuštar Vozlič (since 2015)
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Second Meeting, 8-9 October 2013, Ljubljana

National reports (13 countries)

• Progress since 2009

Development of Workplan for the Phase IX:

• AEGIS: 

– selection and nomination of accessions for European
Collection

– Safety duplication

– AQUAS (operational genebank standards, minimum crop
specific standards)

• EURISCO: 

– representation of species

– databases
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AEGIS: European Collection of LV 

Lactuca: 1357 (Germany-301, Nordic Countries-106, United Kingdom-119, Netherlands-831)

Cichorium: 114 (Nordic Countries-3, Germany-111)

Spinacia: 213 (Germany-52, Netherlands-117, Nordic Countries-28, United Kingdom-16)

Asparagus: 7 (Nordic Countries-1, Germany-6)

Atriplex: 17 (Germany)

Chenopodium: 120 (Nordic Countries-1, 
Germany (119)

Cynara: 7 (Germany)

Diplotaxis: 7 (Germany)

Eruca: 67 (Germany-63, Netherlands- 4)

Erucastrum: 1 (Germany)

(Status as of October 2017)

Glebionis: 19 (Germany)

Lepidium: 45 (Germany)

Portulaca: 4 (Netherlands-3, Germany-1)

Rheum: 6 (Germany)

Rumex: 13 Germany-11, Nordic Countries-2)

Tanacetum: 6 (Germany)

Tetragonia: 1 (Germany)

Valerianella: 30 (Germany-17, Netherlands-
13)

Minor leafy vegetables
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AEGIS: AQUAS

• Crop-specific standards for orthodox

seeds (lettuce, spinach, chicory) 

(March 2016)

• Minimum descriptors for asparagus (Asparagus spp.) (April 2014)

• Minimum descriptors for leafy vegetables (Cultivated lettuce, wild
Lactuca spp., spinach, leaf chicory, witloof, endive, root chicory) 
(January 2009)

• Minimun descriptor list for Eruca; Minimun descriptor list for
Valerianella (developed within AGRI GEN RES project)
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EURISCO

Last update June 2017 (CCLEAFY project):

• 5732 accessions alltogether

• 2859 accessions; removed: 
– with biostatus 400 and 500,

– with no geographical data (still included are those with at least some geographic 
information),

– all countries outside Europe (still included are the Mediterranean countries from 
Asia and North Africa).

• Safety duplication (lacking)

C&E data:
– Lactuca: 105,023 records

– Spinacia: 17,913 records

– Eruca, Valerianella

(data generated also within AGRI GEN RES Targeted Action: Leafy vegetables 
germplasm, stimulating use)
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http://projects.cgn.wur.nl/leafyveg/
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ECPGR Activity Grant Scheme:
CCLEAFY (2016-2017)

Aim of the activity:

• to assess threat levels for the main leafy vegetable CWR 
occurring in the European region and to provide 
recommendations for their conservation. 

An inventory was made of the genepools of 19 leafy 
vegetable crops, from which nearly 30 CWR that have their 
main distribution in the European region were selected for 
further analysis. 

None of the examined CWR are considered threatened in 
Europe by the IUCN Red List, but climate change is expected 
to reduce the future distribution of the majority of these 
species in the European region. 
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• Since climate change is expected to shift the distribution range of many species 
northwards, the expected effects of in situ conservation on the survival of species 
in southern regions need to be examined on a case-by-case basis. 

• Climate change will increase the importance of north-western Europe as in situ
conservation area because of its refuge function for migrating species. 

• A high conservation priority should be given to species that have their main 
distribution in the southern part of the European region and that are not 
expected to migrate northwards, such as nearly all artichoke CWR and 
Asparagus maritimus.

ECPGR Activity Grant Scheme:
CCLEAFY (2016-2017)



• The examined CWR are not actively conserved in situ and, with the exception of Lactuca
serriola, are poorly conserved ex situ. 

• Therefore, it was recommended to increase the number of accessions with MLS and AEGIS 
status to ensure both accessibility and proper conservation of samples. This will 
necessarily also involve more representative ex situ collections throughout the species 
range. 

ECPGR Activity Grant Scheme:
CCLEAFY (2016-2017)
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Very limited response from WG members:

• request for face to face meetings

Establishment of good cooperation between WG members, WG 
chairs, ExCo, SC and Secretariat to enable synergistic 
implementation of ECPGR objectives. 
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Gaps / Recommendations..



Thank you for your attention!

ECPGR Networking Meeting, 17-18 October 2017, Ljubljana, Slovenia


